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I. READING COMPREHENSION 1.5x10=15p
You are going to read a magazine article in which four different people talk about their experiences as
young entrepreneurs.. For questions 1-10 choose from the people (A-D). The people may be chosen more
than once.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

A Poppy Dinsey — Fashion Blogger

It is 10 am on the first day of London Fashion Week and Poppy Dinsey has already been photographed four times.
‘I think it’s the coat,” she says as yet another fashionista takes a snap of her canary yellow Mackintosh.
The coat is just one example of Dinsey’s uncanny ability to channel the latest trends with consummate ease. In
2010, she launched What I Wore Today (wiwt.com), a blog that does exactly what it says on the tin.
Dinsey uploads photographs of her chosen outfit on a regular basis, accompanied by irreverent commentary. The
website has details of where to buy the clothes, and for each sale directed through her blog, Dinsey gets a
percentage. ‘It can be mentally strenuous at times, always having to think ahead about my wardrobe, but that’s
part of the job.’ It is, perhaps, an improbable career for a woman with a degree in business studies, but Dinsey
insists she never liked the traditional mundane office environment. The recent recession, Dinsey says, has
changed young people’s attitude to spending. ‘There’s a feeling that there’s nothing to lose ... even though a lot
of people are broke.” And does she already know what she will be wearing tomorrow? ‘Oh yeah. I’ve got it all
written down,’ she laughs. ‘I’ve turned obsession into a business.’

B Jamal Edwards — Founder of an Online Music Channel

Jamal Edwards, founder of SBTV, an online broadcaster of music promos, video interviews and impromptu live
performances, started the channel at the age of 16, after receiving a video camera as a present. ‘I was filming
foxes in my garden. When I uploaded that, I got 1,000 views and I was like, ‘What? Let me just try something
else.”” Edwards started filming London rappers freestyling on the street. The performances are raw and often
quite gripping. But Edwards didn’t want to restrict himself to local unsigned talent. ‘Narrow-minded people are
like, ‘Ah, he’s filming all these pop stars,” says Edwards. ‘But I just shrug my shoulders.” His attitude appears to
be paying off. Edwards says the channel, which profits from advertising, has racked up hundreds of thousands of
subscribers, and he has got an 8-strong team of employees. When I ask him what the downsides are of being a
young boss, Edwards says: ‘It’s a bit daunting telling people what to do.” His advice to other young people with
similar ambitions is to ‘chase your dream, not the competition, because looking at the competition will cloud
your vision and mess you up in the long run.” In 2017, Jamal was given an MBE by the Queen for his services to
music.

C Nicko Williamson — Founder of Climate Cars

Nicko Williamson’s office is in a state of organised chaos. The shelves are filled with an assorted jumble of stuff
— two smartphones, a financial newspaper, and a novel which he has yet to read. ‘No time,” he explains.
A heavy workload is the nature of entrepreneurship. ‘It’s no surprise that Williamson is run off his feet.” In 2007,
he launched the carbon-neutral taxi company, Climate Cars, after graduating in modern history from Bristol
University. When he finally sold the company in 2015, the business ran a fleet of more than 100 cars and
generated more than £1m in profit. He had the idea for Climate Cars after driving past a garage in Bristol that
offered environmentally friendly car conversions. ‘It’s easy to get stuck in a rut and not see the bigger picture,’
‘I always loved cars but felt guilty about loving them,” admits Williamson, whose great-grandfather, William
Watson, was a racing-car driver. ‘Then I thought: why not make taxis greener?’ He sought investment from his



family and friends and put together a business plan while writing his dissertation. He has already started another
taxi company called Bounce. What are his ambitions for the future? ‘To grow this business into one of the biggest
car companies in London.’

D Edwin Broni-Mensah — Creator of GiveMeTap

Edwin Broni-Mensah, you could argue, is a scholar or a philanthropist whose scheme is either naively idealistic
or brilliant. Either way, as soon as you’ve read about his idea, you’ll be kicking yourself for not having thought
of it. It was through playing squash at university that Broni-Mensah came up with GiveMeTap. Throughout
studying for his PhD, sport was his sanctuary, yet something didn’t add up: “Tap water is free and potable, yet |
was spending a fiver a day on bottled water. The concept of GiveMeTap was born. It works like this: you purchase
a tidy blue bottle made from recycled aluminium for a few pounds from his website and take it into any café
which has signed up to the scheme. Your bottle is then filled with tap water for free, thus reducing wastage,
helping communities in Africa install clean water pumps (70% of the profits goes towards this) and saving you
money. It may seem ludicrous to invest seven years of education into a non-profit scheme. “All my friends are
bankers and I’m their poor mate. But it’s my choice,” he laughs. How did he manage to launch the project while
also completing his PhD? “I follow Parkinson’s Law: work expands so as to fill the time available for its
completion.”Broni-Mensah thinks our peculiar obsession with buying plastic bottles is little more than cultural
conditioning. “We’re too proud to ask for free water in the same way we feel the need to buy crisps to use a café’s
toilet,” he says.

According to the texts, which person:
1. received funding from people close to them?
2. has started a new business in the same field as their first?
3. is indifferent to a particular criticism?
4. has a business as a result of something not making sense?
5. isnot interested in a traditional career?
6. implies wanting to challenge people’s ingrained attitudes?
7. warns against something that could set a budding entrepreneur off track?
8. has received official recognition of their achievements?
9. 1is unfazed by the lack of financial rewards from their enterprise?
10. explains why young people enjoy taking risks?

II. USE OF ENGLISH 30p

II.A. MULTIPLE CHOICE. For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer best fits in
each gap. (8x1p=8p)

Joining the Anti-Poaching Patrol

Last year, I joined two men, lan and Tom, who had given up everything they had to apply their skills to

fight against rhino poachers in Zimbabwe. Where most people might (1) a blind eye, they are

working tirelessly to protect these amazing animals.

A (2) day with them involved checking for any trace left behind by poachers. During full

moons, we would stay out all night, as poachers (3) more of a threat to the rhinos when bright

nights make their (4) easier.

The outlook for the rhino is (5) , which is why this project is vital. Rhino horns are so prized

in Asia that poachers have been known to fly in by helicopter to harvest them. The (6) are

disastrous. In the 1960s there were over 1,000,000 black rhinos in Africa; now numbers have (7)
to only 4,000. But thanks to the work that people like lan and Tom are doing, populations in

Zimbabwe are showing (8) of recovery.

Despite the dangers, the team remains committed to their mission and continues their patrols every night.



1. | A. | Turn B. | twist C. |curve D. bend

2. | A. | standard B. | typical C. | mainstream D. common

3. | A. | Offer B. | display C. | create D. pose

4. | A. | prospects B. |aims C. | endeavours D. purposes

5. | A. | Bleak B. | miserable C. |sad D. isolated

6. | A. | examples B. | conclusions C. | consequences D. outcomes

7. | A. | lowered B. | declined C. | weakened D. deteriorated
8. | A. | Traces B. | signals C. |signs D. marks

ILB. WORD-FORMATION. Use the word at the end of each line to form a word that fits in the gap in the
same line. (7x1p=T7p)

I recently travelled to the Red Sea resort of Abu Soma to try kite surfing, the world's

newest extreme sport with an instructor. My first task was learning how to (1) ........ 1. HAND

the immensely powerful kite on land and it was with some (2) ........ that I allowed 2. RELUCTANT
Dan to hook it onto my harness. I was (3) ........ of being dragged into the sea by the 3. TERROR
kite. (4) ........ , however, there are ways to release the kite in an emergency. Once in 4. THANK

the water, I felt safer. The board has footholds to (5) ........ your feet don't slip off 5. SURE

and is designed to maintain stability at high speed. I'm a good snowboarder, and my

(6) ........ in this sport definitely helped. Soon, I began to find kite surfing (7) ........ 6. EXPERT

and started wondering when I could return to Abu Soma for more. 7. ADDICT

I1.C. OPEN CLOZE. For questions 1-10, read the text below and fill in each gap with ONE word which
fits best. (8x1p=8p)

Scientists have developed a method of listening to sounds from plants normally inaudible (1) ... the human ear.
When a leaf or stem is sliced, the plant signals distress (2) ... releasing the gas ethylene over its surface. The
gas molecules are collected in a bell jar and bombarded with laser beams, (3) ... makes them vibrate. The
resultant sound waves are detected (4) ... a sensitive microphone. The scientists have discovered that the (5) ...
a plant is subjected to stress, the louder the signal.

One surprising result came from an apparently healthy cucumber that was virtually shouting (6) ... agony. A
closer study showed it (7) ... developed a harmful fungus. Listening to plants in this (8) ... could be of great
benefit to farmers in detecting pests and disease, and as an aid to efficient storing and transporting.



IL.D. KEY-WORD TRANSFORMATIONS. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning
to the first one, using the word given. Do not change the form of the word given. Use between two and five
words, inclusing the word given. (7x1p=T7p)

1. Katy wasn’t expecting the audience to respond sowell for her solo. TAKEN
Katy. oo, by the audience’s response to her solo.
2. Sorry I’'m late; I didn’t realise what time it was! TRACK
IPmsorry 'm late; L...oooooiieiiiiiiieiecieeeee time!
3. Let me know when you decide if you want to come to the cinema with us. MIND
Let me know when you.........cccoeeveeennnnen. whether you want to come to the cinema with us.
4. Do you want to see the new Johnny Depp film?" Marked aske me. INTERESTED
Mark asked me whether ..........c.coocoevviieniiiiiiieee. the new Johnny Depp film.
5. That’s the silliest film I have ever seen in my life! HAVE
INEVET ...ttt e eaeas film!
6. 1 think Paul is likely to win the contest. CHANCE
[ think Paul has.........ccoooeniiiiniiie the contest.
7. It was Harry who made us late for the theatre. HELD
We would have been on time for the theatre if We........ccooceeviieiieniiiiiieiee, by Harry.
11
WRITING 30p

You have recently had a class discussion on motivation in people’s lives. Your teacher has asked
you to write an essay, giving your opinion on the following statement: / think it all comes down to
motivation. If you really want to do something, you will work hard for it. (200-250 words)

Nota: Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii.

Timp de lucru 2 ore.
Se acorda 10p din oficiu
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II. USE OF ENGLISH (30p)
I.LA. MULTIPLE — CHOICE (8x1p=8p)
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6 7. 8
A B D C A C B C

II.B WORD FORMATION (7x1p=7p)

NV =

HANDLE
RELUCTANCE
TERRIFIED
THANKFULLY
ENSURE
EXPERTISE
ADDICTIVE

I1.C. OPEN CLOZE (8x1p=8p)

1. TO
2.BY

3. WHICH
4. WITH

5. MORE/LONGER
6. IN

7. HAD

8. WAY/MANNER

II D. KEY-WORD TRANSFORMATIONS (7x1p=7p) (pot fi acordate si jumatati de punct)

Nk W=

...was taken //aback/by surprise...
...Jost track // of...

...make up // your mind (about) ...
...I was interested // in seeing...
...have I seen //such a silly...

...a good/great chance //of winning...
...hadn’t been //held up...

HI._WRITING

30p

task achievement ..................ocoiiiiiiiinenn. 6p
organization and cohesion .......................cc......6D
language accuracy ...........oceveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaan, 6p
range of vocabulary ... 6p
effect on target reader.................cooiiiiiiiinnn. 6p

Se acorda 10 p din oficiu
Total 85 puncte




