
 

CONCURSUL DE LIMBA ENGLEZĂ „QUEST” 

ETAPA NAȚIONALĂ, martie 2026  

Clasa a XI-a 

 

I. READING COMPREHENSION___________________________10 x 1.5p = 15p________ 

You are going to read a magazine article about four students who have started their own 

businesses. For questions 1-10, choose from the students (A-D). The students may be chosen more 

than once.  

 

Students who start businesses 

A. Lisa James 

As she’s doing business studies, it may not be surprising that Lisa James has set up her own 

company, but it's happened on a much greater scale than she’d envisaged. The idea for Carefree Flowers 

came from a visit to a friend who was in the hospital. Real flowers were banned, so instead, Lisa created 

an arrangement of origami paper ones, each containing an individualised message. Before long, Lisa and 

her mother, Maria, had set up Carefree Flowers to cater for the demand. Lisa handles the marketing and 

design. 'Mum does the rest, so I can do my coursework, though not much else - I don't go to parties, for 

example.' She's also good at managing her time. 'It's something I got used to at school - I did competitive 

athletics and had to fit it around schoolwork.' Lisa plans to continue developing the business, but she can't 

look too far ahead. 'Someone else might see the potential in it and take our trade away. That'd hurt, but if 

it happened, I guess I'd start another business.' 

B. Joanna Payne 

Joanna Payne is in her final year of a computer science degree. Her university offers 'sandwich' 

courses, meaning that students can spend year three of a four-year degree working for a business. When 

Joanna proposed devoting the year to setting up her own business, her lecturers were hesitant but agreed. 

Joanna launched Buccaneer Productions, specialising in creating games for smartphones. The three games 

she's released so far have impressed the university so much that it's now policy to encourage sandwich-

year entrepreneurship. Joanna's sandwich year was busy, but her life is even more hectic now as she has 

to juggle lectures and a dissertation with running the business. 'I'd love to go out at weekends like my 

course mates do, but I can't afford the time,' she says. 'The apps market is really fast-moving and tough, 

and you've got to keep on top of it, otherwise it can all come crashing down.' 

C. Alexis Taylor 

When Alexis Taylor graduates in psychology, she will leave university with a well-established 

business, Taylor Tutors. The company offers one-to-one tutoring for high school students. All the tutors 

are students with recent experience in school. Alexis came up with the idea in her first year. 'It seemed an 

obvious way to earn some money,' says Alexis. 'I set up a database of students from my university, did 

some marketing in local schools, and it pretty much evolved as I'd imagined. I don't know why no one 

else has done it. I worry they might actually do it.' She thinks she was fortunate to have chanced upon a 

mentor, John Martino, an older businessman who kept her on track at times. Her business and the degree 

are both relatively flexible, but Alexis admits to having missed classes and deadlines in her hectic lifestyle. 

'Also, I probably haven't done as much reading as I should've - psychology's a heavy subject in that sense. 

But she's convinced she's done enough, and her entrepreneurial experience will stand her in good stead.' 

D. Zoe Roberts 

Two months after Zoe started her art degree, her bicycle was stolen. 'It was a real shock, and I 

immediately wanted to do something,' she says. With the help of a lecturer, she designed a 'cycle wrapper', 

a cover to reduce bike theft and protect bikes from the weather. Eighteen months later, it's still just a 

prototype. Zoe has set up a company, filed a patent, talked to potential investors and manufacturers, and 

even persuaded the university authorities that the 'wrapper' could bear the university name. But a product 



launch still seems a distant concept. 'I had no idea it would take so long,' she says. 'I've spent as much 

time on this project as on my degree. Sometimes I wonder whether it's been worth it. But it's transformed 

me. I'm much tougher than I used to be. People have told me to give up. They say the wrapper will never 

work. But a gut feeling tells me it'll come good and I need to stick with it. As a poor student, I've got 

nothing to lose really, so that's what I'll do.' 

 

Which student… 

1.   …acknowledges the value of taking expert advice? 

2.   …is unconcerned about the possibility of failure? 

3.   …is surprised at the lack of competition for her business? 

4.   …has established a precedent in her university? 

5.   …accepts that her business may have had a negative impact on her studies? 

6.   …has created a business which has exceeded her expectations? 

7.   …believes her personality has changed through working on her business? 

8.   …regrets missing out on certain aspects of student life? 

9.   …thinks that entrepreneurs like her should follow their instincts? 

10. …claims to have benefited from skills acquired while taking part in an unrelated activity? 

 

. 

II.USE OF ENGLISH_____________________________________________________________30p 

II.A MULTIPLE CHOICE. Read the text below and choose the correct option A, B, C or D (7x1=7p) 

Most of us are (1)_______ with virtual reality, or VR, from sci-fi and may even have tried a cheap headset 

at home or in school. But did you know VR is (2)_______ transforming the real world? Here are some 

examples: 1. Car manufacturers use VR to build virtual prototypes, which is far quicker and enables them 

to make (3)________ changes to their designs before building anything. 2. Sportspeople, including 

golfers, skiers, cyclists and Formula One drivers, use VR to (4)_________ courses and learn their way 

around the track from the safety and comfort of their own training centre. 3. The heritage industry uses 

virtual ‘walkthroughs’ to allow people to experience fragile sites, (5)_______ as Stonehenge, 

archaeological digs, and prehistoric cave (6)________. It is now possible to visit museums and galleries 

using a headset. In the world of (7) _______, VR has been used to train medical staff, but even more 

radically, it allows for ‘telesurgery’, in which a surgeon operates on a patient remotely. As VR technology 

continues to develop, it is likely to become more affordable and accessible to a wider range of users. 

1 a. conscious b. aware c. known d. familiar 

2 a. albeit b. already c. still d. yet 

3 a. ready b. hurried c. express d. rapid 

4 a. preview b. inquire c. probe d. search 

5 a. how b. similar c. such d. like 

6 a. dwellings b. livings c. housing d. apartments 

7 a. healthcare b. healthy c. caring d. medical 

 

II B. OPEN CLOZE. Complete the text with ONE word that fits into each gap. (8x1p=8p) 

 The last 20 years have seen a dramatic increase (1) ........ the numbers of visitors to Antarctica. 

These (2) ........ only include scientists who are researching (3) ........ crucial issues as climate change and 

its impact on the polar regions, but also more and more tourists. Some tourists simply want to see the last 

unspoiled continent. Some, on the (4) ....... hand, seek more active pursuits like adventure sports. However, 

environmentalists are concerned that the growing tourist industry may (5) ........ endangering the Antarctic 

environment and sowing the seeds of its destruction. 



 One of the problems facing the area is pollution resulting from tourism. Careless visitors throw 

rubbish into the sea, without realising (6) ........ harmful this can be to wildlife. Just (7) ........ damaging, 

perhaps more so, is oil spilt from ships insufficiently reinforced to withstand collisions with icebergs. Oil 

from even a small spill can remain an environmental hazard for many years, and there are increasing 

numbers of icebergs breaking (8) ........ the continental ice sheet due to global warming.  

 

II C. WORD BUILDING. Use the word written in capitals to form a new word that fits into each 

blank (7x1p=7p) 

1. He has an unfortunate ___________________ to understand people’s feelings (ABLE) 

2. Due to the clerk’s ______________________ we missed the train (STUBBORN) 

3. What we saw was beyond all ______________________ (EXPECT) 

4. She is a student of the ______________________ (HUMAN) 

5. The book contains some great ______________________ (ILLUSTRATE) 

6. What is the ______________________ of the Danube River (LONG) 

7. The ______________________ of our agriculture is important if we want to produce more 

food (MECHANIC) 

 

II.D  KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS. Complete the second sentence with THREE to SIX 

words using the word given, so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence(4x2p=8p) 

1. Naomi said Michael should formally complain about the service they'd had at the hotel.  

MAKE 

Naomi encouraged ........................................................ about the service they'd had at the hotel. 

2. Jenny's achievements impress me much less than her sister's do.                                             

NEARLY 

I don't think Jenny's achievements are ........................................................ her sister's. 

3. Unless someone comes late, we should be able to get through all the points in today's meeting. 

TURNS 

As ........................................................ on time, we should be able to get through all the points in 

today's meeting. 

4. I wanted to get a mechanic to service my car before I went on holiday, but I didn't have time. 

HAVE 

I would like ........................................................ before I went on holiday, but I didn't have time. 

 

III. WRITING  _______________________________________________________________30p 

 

A technology-focused English-language publication has issued a call for submissions, inviting its 

readership to contribute an article on the subject of the way in which artificial intelligence is 

transforming everyday life and future careers.  

Articles Wanted 

AI: Shaping the World of Tomorrow 

• What areas of daily life are most affected by artificial intelligence today? 

• How is AI changing the skills students need for future careers? 

• What are the possible benefits and risks of relying on AI technologies? 

 

Write an article that thoroughly addresses the above issues. The highest-quality entries will be 

selected for publication in our magazine. (220–250 words) 

 

 

. 



CONCURSUL DE LIMBA ENGLEZĂ „QUEST” 
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Clasa a XI-a - BAREM 

 

I. READING COMPREHENSION__________________________________10 x 1.5p = 15p___ 

1. C 

2. D 

3. C 

4. B 

5. C 

6. A 

7. D 

8. B 

9. D 

10. A 

 

II.USE OF ENGLISH_____________________________________________________30p 

II.A MULTIPLE CHOICE (7x1=7p) 

1. D     2. B      3. D      4. A      5. C     6. A  7. A         

II.B OPEN CLOZE (8x1=8p) 

1. in    

2. not   

3. such   

4. other  

5. be    

6. how   

7. as    

8. off  

 

II C. WORD BUILDING (7x1p=7p) 

1. inability  

2. stubbornness  

3. expectation  

4. humanities  

5. illustrations  

6. length  

7. mechanization  

 

II.D KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS ( 4x2=8p) 

1. Michael to make //a formal complaint 

2. nearly as //impressive as 

3. long as //everyone turns up 

4. to have had //my car serviced 

 

III. WRITING  _______________________________________________________________30p 

• task achievement …………………………………6p  

• organization and cohesion ………….……….........6p  

• language accuracy ……………………………..... 6p  

• range of vocabulary ………………….…………...6p  

• effect on target reader…………………………......6p 

 

Se acorda 10 p din oficiu 

Total 85 puncte 


