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L. READING COMPREHENSION Sx3p=15p
You are going to read an article about kart racing. For questions 1-5, choose the answer (A, B, C or
D) which you think fits best according to the text.

On the grid, minutes before the start of a British Grand Prix in August, the drivers’ faces are grave
with concentration. The pre-race interviews are over, and the glamour models are off the track. Fans are
screaming from a packed grandstand. Squeezed into his driving seat, wearing a red, white and yellow
jumpsuit and white helmet, Nelson Jones is pulling on a pair of tight black gloves. No question where he’s
expecting to finish: “First,” he says before pulling down his gold visor. At the start signal, with a burst of
engine noise, the drivers dart down to the first turn.

It all sounds a lot like a Formula One car race, but there’s a difference - Nelson is all of thirteen years
old, and he’s racing in a go-kart. What could be seen as child’s play in this rural town of Lincolnshire is
in fact a proving ground for professionals. Almost all of today’s Formula One drivers owe a debt to the
experience first gained in a small plastic bucket seat. It is the first step for young talent to move into
professional race cars, because it introduces them to the essential basics such as finding the racing line,
concentration and how to compete on the track. That track record makes karting a must for young—sters
keen to make racing their life’s ambition.

Nelson Jones is no different, and has actually been racing since he was eight years old. Nelson’s father,
Steve, stood by his son at every step. “I believe everyone has a special talent, and when my son Nelson
showed us how gifted he was with racing, even at an incredibly young age, | knew we had to do something.
Racing can be really dangerous and it gets expensive, but five years ago, when I had the opportunity to
buy him his first official kart, I rushed to do it. It was in a really bad state, but it was perfect for what we
had in mind.”

The appeal is not hard to see. Karting offers the thrills and spills of real-life racing but with less
powerful machines, which can nevertheless reach speeds of 160 km/h. Nelson’s interest in racing was
unstoppable; he would wake up early on weekends and work on his race kart, making modifications to
increase control and speed. “He had discipline. He used to be up even before me in the mornings, getting
ready for the day’s race,” says his father.

After taking part in three or four local races in Britain, in which he won first place despite his
young L.26 age, Nelson decided that he would go for it and have a crack at his first international Grand
Prix in Germany which he won as well.

Although Nelson now travels all over Britain and Europe to take part in races, Lincolnshire remains
home. Growing up there, the interest he showed in racing was not via the usual exposure to video games,
like the other kids he meets at races. “We lived near a small karting racetrack and I became fascinated - I
couldn’t stop talking about it. One day, as we were driving past, | made my father stop the car so I could
have a better look at the karts flying by. I saw so many people, including kids my own age, and I took a
liking to it straight away.”

Nelson eventually got his chance to try it out. The family hired an instructor for amateurs to teach
Nelson, who took him as far as the age of twelve. The instructor then informed Nelson’s father it was time
to look for someone more qualified.

Perhaps it i1s Nelson’s good fortune in having always been expertly advised that has made him so
relaxed about facing the pressures of an inter—national racing circuit. But what is it like to be so young
with a schedule fully booked with races, and all eyes watching him, expecting victory after victory? “It’s



good for me, as I know what I need to be doing. The public’s expectations, as well as the pressure, helps
me focus and concentrate so I can race at my highest level.”
1. The writer suggests in paragraph 1 that, before the start of the race, Nelson
A. ignores the models and the screaming fans.
B. doesn’t want a long pre-race interview.
C. is confident that he will win the race.
D. is uncomfortable in his small driving seat.
2. According to the text, karting is important for future Formula One drivers because
A. it shows if young drivers have enough talent to become professionals.
B. it helps them decide whether racing is really their life’s ambition.
C. it teaches them some of the skills they need to race professionally.
D. it gives them valuable experience of driving in a small bucket seat.
3. At the beginning of his racing career, Nelson
A couldn’t sleep well on the day of a race.
B did a lot of preparation before a race.
C preferred working on his kart to racing.
D needed to increase his self-control.
4. The writer uses the phrase ‘have a crack at’ (line 26) to show that Nelson
A. wasn’t sure whether he would do well at this level.
B. realised it was a chance to start a successful career.
C. was used to winning every Grand Prix he entered.
D. thought he was too young for an international race.
5. What does the writer suggest about Nelson’s first race instructor?
A. He lacked confidence in his teaching ability.
B He was not qualified to teach professionals.
C. He only coached drivers under the age of twelve.
D. He decided to look for a younger driver to coach.

II.USE OF ENGLISH 30p
II.LAMULTIPLE CHOICE. Read the text below and choose the correct option A, B, C or D (8x1=8p)
What’s (1) ...... the Gesture Interface is the latest idea in the field of personal technology and it is a great
one. At the (2) ...... , if we want mobile (3) ...... to the Web, we have to travel around with things like
laptops, smartphones and e-readers in our bags or pockets. The inventor of the Gesture Interface has (4)
...... up with a way of doing this using only something we’ve (5) ...... around with us for millions of
years- our hands.

The ideais (6)...... on simple technology that is already in existence. (7) ...... carrying around the usual
hardware, you have a small wearable device on your hands. This contains a projector, a camera and
wireless technology to (8) ...... you to the web. It also has sensors which read and interpret simple hand
gestures. It’s a great idea and I think it’s very likely to become a success.

1. A —called B — known C —titled D — mentioned

2. A —present B — moment C — current D — minute

3. A—line B - entry C — access D —link

4. A —come B — thought C — found D — done

5. A —delivered B — fetched C — brought D — carried

6. A —based B — started C — founded D — begun

7. A— Along with B — Instead of C — Except for D — Apart for

8. A —sign B — download C—log D — connect



II B. OPEN CLOZE. Complete the text with ONE word that fits into each gap. (7x1p=7p)
“Technology” includes any machine, method or system (1).......... uses scientific knowledge for
practical purposes. Whether in the form of a primitive hand-held tool (2)........ the latest computer,
technology gives us greater control over the world around us and makes our lives easier and happier.
Without the ability (3)........ invent, discover and improve, we would still be living like cavemen, and
civilisation as we know it would be impossible.
Throughout history, technological progress has changed the (4)........ people live. Thousands of years
5)...... , for instance, people lived by hunting animals and gathering wild plants. In order to find food,
they had to move from place to place. The gradual development of agricultural tools and farming methods
meant that people no longer had to wander in search of food, but (6)........ settle in villages. Similarly, the
Industrial Revolution in the 1700s brought the invention of the steam engine and machines
(7)....... manufacturing cloth and other products. This produced great social change, as millions of people
moved to the cites to work in factories.

II C. WORD BUILDING. Use the word written in capitals to form a new word that fits into each
blank (7x1p=7p)

There are around 800 reservations in the US where Native American tribes live and they are proud
people. Over 30 000 members of the Lakota tribe live on the Pine Ridge Reservation, but life there is not
easy. Some people do not have a car or telephone and many live in simple (1) ............. (WOOD) houses.
There are only one or two stores where they can buy things. Lots of people are (2) ............. (EMPLOY)
and times are tough. Despite the many (3) .............. (DIFFICULT) of life on the reservation, people still
choose to live there and want to stay. Some Native Americans are trying to attract (4) ............. (VISIT) to
come and learn more about their lives, their traditions and their music. On some reservations, people are
opening shops, selling Native American (5) ............. (JEWEL) and modern Native American music on
CD. Children of the Lakota learn from their elders, who hold the (6) ............. (WISE) of the tribe. (7)
............. (TRADITION) stories are very important to Native Americans. It is important that the tradition
of storytelling is continued by the younger members if these stories are not to be forgotten.

II.D KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS. Complete the second sentence with TWO to FIVE
words using the word given, so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence(4x2p=8p)

1. Cycling is not allowed in the park. SUPPOSED
Y OUo ittt in the park.

2. Tam sorry I didn’t let you know I was going to be late, Ann’, said Jamie. APOLOGISED
Jamie.....coovviiiiiiiiee Ann know that he was going to be late.

3. A heavy fall of snow prevented them from getting home that night. TO
They..ooeeeeieeeeeeee e home that night because of a heavy fall of snow.

4. Ursula was disappointed not to win the competition. CAME

Not winning the competition...........ccceeeeveervreennnenn. to Ursula.



ITI._WRITING 30p

The Municipal Department of Social Inclusion has recently posted the following announcement on
their official social media page:

DIGITAL MENTORS REQUIRED

Are you a tech-pro and patient person, who has the desire to help others? The Department of Social
Inclusion is launching a project to help elderly citizens with their smartphones and computers. We
are looking for volunteers to provide one-on-one support to seniors in our area. Your duties will

include helping participants with basic software, explaining how to use mobile apps, and ensuring
they stay connected with their families online.

Write the letter of application. 140-190 words
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II C. WORD BUILDING (7x1p=7p)
1. wooden 2. unemployed 3. difficulties 4. visitors 5. jewellery/jewelry
6. wisdom 7. traditional

I1.D KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS ( 4x2=8p)
1. ....are not supposed // to cycle....
2. ....apologised for // not letting....
3. ...were not able // to go/get...
4. ...came as // a disappointment...

1. WRITING 30p
e taskachievement .................cooiiiL, 6p
e organization and cohesion .....................oeeeee 6D
®  ]anguage aCCuracy ........coeeuvveerueneenennennennnnens 6p
e range of vocabulary ... 6p
o cffect on targetreader.................cooiiiiiiiin 6p

Se acorda 10 p din oficiu
Total 85 puncte



